
Sunday, June 7, 2020 

Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Opening Scripture: Psalm 8  (text follows lesson)   

Lesson Texts: Genesis 1:1-2:4a  (text follows lesson) 

Introduction 

This Sunday is called “Trinity Sunday” in the liturgical calendar. It is the Sunday that follows 

Pentecost Sunday. During Trinity Sunday the church reflects on how God is revealed through 

the trinity.  

Though the trinity can be a very confusing idea to understand, at its core it represents the 

relational aspect of who God is. God chooses to be in relationship with creation. Our scripture 

passages this morning make this clear.  

Genesis 1:1-2:4 

In the creation account of Genesis 1 we see God create and order the natural world in a way 

that sets up an inter-relatedness of all things. The day and night, the stars, moon and Sun are all 

related to each other, and this relationship creates the foundation so life can flourish. They are 

created to mark the seasons and times.  

Next, God creates the land, sea and the sky so that earth can have the raw materials to sustain 

life: water, food and other important resources. God empowers the earth to bring forth living 

creatures and produce vegetation and also the seas to produce sea creatures.  God then 

empowers animals to populate the earth.  

By empowering living creatures to populate the earth and empowering the earth to bring forth 

food, God enters into relationship with creation and shares the responsibility of caring for life.  

God continues this relational aspect of creation when God creates humans. The text says “let us 

make humankind in our image” (Gen 1:26). What does it mean to be made in the image of 

God? I believe this means that we are given the same responsibility as God in caring for the 

world. God does not want to care for the world alone. Humans were created to care for the 

world alongside God. 

When God gives humankind “dominion” over creation it does not mean we can do whatever 

we want to the world. The word dominion is the same word that is used to describe how a king 

takes care of his kingdom. A king was supposed to protect and care for those in his kingdom. 

The king was supposed to create a community where all people and animals could experience 

life in all its fullness.  

 



A Lesson from the Honey Bee 

The honey bee is one of the only (if not the only) creature that only has positive effects on the 

world and no negative effects (unless it feels threatened and is forced to defend itself or its 

hive). Let me explain. 

In its effort to survive, a honey bee must gather nectar and pollen for food. In the process, the 

honey bee creates food for birds, animals and humans by pollinating flowers that will turn in to 

fruits and nuts.  Thus, it takes what it needs in a way that the world around it is improved. A 

beehive in conjunction with the local plants, help produce an abundance of food! Because 

many of the seeds and nuts that are not eaten will develop into a variety of beautiful flowers, 

herbs, bushes and trees, bees also contribute to creating a more beautiful area.  

Conclusion 

What if the Church was like the honey bee? What if everything the Church did helped make the 

world a better place?  

The church is called to have a similar effect on the world and within our local community. We 

are called to be a blessing to other and to care for the world. We are called to go out and make 

disciples and to teach others to live a life that Jesus showed us and taught us.  

As you go into the world, wherever it may take you, whomever you encounter along the way, 

may you be a blessing and make the world a better place to live.  

 

Psalm 8    New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Divine Majesty and Human Dignity 

To the leader: according to The Gittith. A Psalm of David. 

1 O LORD, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

You have set your glory above the heavens. 
2     Out of the mouths of babes and infants 

you have founded a bulwark because of your foes, 

    to silence the enemy and the avenger. 

3 When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 

    the moon and the stars that you have established; 
4 what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 

    mortals that you care for them? 



5 Yet you have made them a little lower than God, 

    and crowned them with glory and honor. 
6 You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; 

    you have put all things under their feet, 
7 all sheep and oxen, 

    and also the beasts of the field, 
8 the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, 

    whatever passes along the paths of the seas. 

9 O LORD, our Sovereign, 

    how majestic is your name in all the earth! 

 
 

Genesis 1:1-2:4   New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

Six Days of Creation and the Sabbath 

1 In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be 

light”; and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light was good; and God 

separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the 

first day. 

6 And God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it 

separate the waters from the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and 

separated the waters that were under the dome from the waters that were 

above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And there was 

evening and there was morning, the second day. 

9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one 

place, and let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land 

Earth, and the waters that were gathered together he called Seas. And God 

saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the earth put forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed, and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear fruit 

with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: 

plants yielding seed of every kind, and trees of every kind bearing fruit with 

the seed in it. And God saw that it was good. 13 And there was evening and 

there was morning, the third day. 



14 And God said, “Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the 

day from the night; and let them be for signs and for seasons and for days 

and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the sky to give light upon 

the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater light 

to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set 

them in the dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the 

day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. And 

God saw that it was good. 19 And there was evening and there was morning, 

the fourth day. 

20 And God said, “Let the waters bring forth swarms of living creatures, and 

let birds fly above the earth across the dome of the sky.” 21 So God created 

the great sea monsters and every living creature that moves, of every kind, 

with which the waters swarm, and every winged bird of every kind. And God 

saw that it was good. 22 God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply 

and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds multiply on the earth.” 23 And 

there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

24 And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures of every kind: 

cattle and creeping things and wild animals of the earth of every kind.” And 

it was so. 25 God made the wild animals of the earth of every kind, and the 

cattle of every kind, and everything that creeps upon the ground of every 

kind. And God saw that it was good. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, according to our 

likeness; and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the 

birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the wild animals of the 

earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.” 

27 So God created humankind in his image, 

    in the image of God he created them; 

    male and female he created them. 

 

28 God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill 

the earth and subdue it; and have dominion over the fish of the sea and 

over the birds of the air and over every living thing that moves upon the 

earth.” 29 God said, “See, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is 

upon the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit; you shall 

have them for food. 30 And to every beast of the earth, and to every bird of 

the air, and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the 

breath of life, I have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31 God 



saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And there 

was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

2 Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all their 

multitude. 2 And on the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, 

and he rested on the seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3 So 

God blessed the seventh day and hallowed it, because on it God rested from 

all the work that he had done in creation. 

4 These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 

created. 

 

 


