
 

Sunday, April 5, 2020 

Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Palm Sunday 

Lesson Text: Matthew 21:1-11 

21:1 When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 

21:2 saying to them, "Go into the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and 

a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. 

21:3 If anyone says anything to you, just say this, 'The Lord needs them.' And he will send them 

immediately." 

21:4 This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet, saying, 

21:5 "Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, 

and on a colt, the foal of a donkey." 

21:6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; 

21:7 they brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. 

21:8 A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 

spread them on the road. 

21:9 The crowds that went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of 

David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!" 

21:10 When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking, "Who is this?" 

21:11 The crowds were saying, "This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee." 

 

 

Introduction 

It’s hard to believe that this Sunday is Palm Sunday, which means the following Sunday is 

Resurrection Sunday (aka Easter). Our scripture passage tells of the “triumphal entry” when 

Jesus enters Jerusalem. This event happens right before the last supper and also marks the 

beginning of passion week. 

When Jesus enters Jerusalem, the city would’ve been packed this time of year as Jews from all 

over the region travel to the holy land to observe the Passover festival. At the same time 

rumors about Jesus continued to spread. Talk amongst people was that this young man from 

Nazareth might be the Christ, the chosen one of God sent to redeem the kingdom of Israel. 

These were tough times for the people of Israel, as the Roman Empire continued to assert its 

power and influence over this small nation. The vast majority of Israelites were living very tough 



lives, barely making ends meet. They eagerly anticipated someone who could come and 

overtake the Roman Empire. They longed for another king like King David to restore Israel to its 

former glory.  

A Different Kind of King 

This is the backdrop of our passage. The people who welcomed Jesus with singing “hosanna in 

the highest” hoped that he was the Christ, the anointed one, the Messiah, who would restore 

the nation of Israel to power. When people spread their cloaks across the road it was a sign that 

in Jesus they placed their hope for a new king of Israel. They greeted Jesus as if he was their 

king and this meant that Jesus would be the one to take up arms and overthrow the Roman 

Empire.  

 But Jesus had other ideas in mind. While earthly kings use power and force to control the 

masses, Jesus uses the power of love to transform the world. Jesus came not to control the 

world but to care for it. Jesus was not the type of king the people expected. Jesus did start a 

revolution, but it was a very different type of revolution than what people expected. Jesus’ 

revolution was one of love and self-sacrifice.  

Jesus encouraged his followers to seek God’s kingdom first above all other things. He knew that 

an intimate relationship with God, the creator of the universe, was the most prized possession. 

Jesus encouraged his followers to be the light of the world through acts of love, peace and 

compassion.  This was the way in which God’s kingdom would infiltrate the kingdoms of this 

world.  

Questions for Reflection: 

1. The people who greeted Jesus with singing believed that Jesus should take up arms and 

overthrow the Roman Empire. Jesus did not meet their expectations. The people needed to 

revise their expectations.  What expectations do we hold, whether for our lives, this world, or 

the current situation we face as a society that might need some revision? 

2. Jesus started a revolution that prioritized seeking communion with God and loving and caring 

for the world. Where do you stand in this revolution? Are you actively seeking an intimate 

relationship with your Creator? Are you looking for opportunities to care for the world? 

3. As a church, how can we care for the world, our neighborhood and community, in this time 

when love and support is needed more than ever?  

4. How can you join in the revolution that Jesus began 2,000 years ago and that still continues 

to this day?  
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