
Sunday, July 19, 2020 

 
Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43   

The Parable of Weeds among the Wheat 

24 He put before them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field; 25 but while 

everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, 

and then went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain, then 

the weeds appeared as well. 27 And the slaves of the householder came and 

said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, 

did these weeds come from?’ 28 He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The 

slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 29 But he 

replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along 

with them. 30 Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at 

harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in 

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’” 

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Weeds 

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples 

approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the 

field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of 

Man; 38 the field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the 

kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who 

sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers 

are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will 

it be at the end of the age.  (NRSV) 

Reflection 

The title of the lesson for today is “The Weeds” by author Lori Walke, from our Connections 

Study Guide published by Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc.  Only the Gospel of Matthew 

contains this parable of the Wheat and the weeds. This Gospel was probably written about 40 

years after Jesus lived. Matthew uses this parable to reassure readers at that time, and even 

now, that God will sort everything out in the end.  Jesus uses the parables about the kingdom of 

heaven to teach about the nature of God’s reign.  

Only when the plants begin to come up does anyone notice the problem that weeds are 

growing with the wheat. The weeds probably look like wheat in the early growth stages. 



Sleep sometimes symbolized spiritual idleness…we must be active in pursuing righteous living. 

The causes of sin can take root in our lives when we are not paying attention. 

The householder knows that pulling up the weeds early could disrupt and damage the wheat. 

Everything will be sorted out in the end so it doesn’t make sense to act too quickly to eradicate 

weeds in a way that would put the wheat at risk. They must continue to grow together until the 

time for harvest. Think about situations in which evildoers are allowed to continue doing 

wrong. Think about injustices that are happening. Pray over those situations and people. Pray 

that God will use you to have a positive effect on the situation. 

The householder who sows the good seed is Jesus. The field is the world. The good seed are the 

believers. The weeds are the nonbelievers. The sower of the weed is the devil. The harvest is 

the end of the age…the final judgement. The reapers are angels. God, not people, will deliver 

judgement, and the heavenly beings will carry it out. 

The situation in the world is often one of justice delayed and denied. Tyrants rule. People are 

oppressed. Evil abounds. The faithful should stay focused on living right. We should trust God to 

ultimately work out God’s purposes.  

God is patient, allowing evil and good to coexist until the appropriate time. We should be 

patient too. We can be free to focus on living faithfully as Christ’s followers. Our challenge is to 

trust in God without nurturing an unchristian desire for vengeance. While we may not be 

rewarded in the short term for living faithfully, we can trust that God will do perfect justice in 

the end.  Instead of focusing on those getting away with wrongdoing, why not shift our focus to  

lift up those who are doing God’s work.  

We who follow Jesus aren’t among the evildoers, but does that mean we never do evil? Does it 

mean that we never cause others to sin? Pray for a clear mind and open heart to see yourself 

clearly. Ask the Spirit to help you make the necessary changes that will lead you to inspire 

others to do good. 

 


