
Sunday, May 10, 2020 

Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text: Acts 7:55-8:8 

55 But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory of 

God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, “I see 

the heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God!” 57 But they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed 

together against him. 58 Then they dragged him out of the city and began to 

stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man 

named Saul. 59 While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, 

receive my spirit.” 60 Then he knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, 

“Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When he had said this, he 

died. 8 1 And Saul approved of their killing him. 

Saul Persecutes the Church 

That day a severe persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and 

all except the apostles were scattered throughout the countryside of Judea 

and Samaria. 2 Devout men buried Stephen and made loud lamentation over 

him. 3 But Saul was ravaging the church by entering house after house; 

dragging off both men and women, he committed them to prison. 

Philip Preaches in Samaria 

4 Now those who were scattered went from place to place, proclaiming the 

word. 5 Philip went down to the city of Samaria and proclaimed the 

Messiah to them. 6 The crowds with one accord listened eagerly to what was 

said by Philip, hearing and seeing the signs that he did, 7 for unclean spirits, 

crying with loud shrieks, came out of many who were possessed; and many 

others who were paralyzed or lame were cured. 8 So there was great joy in 

that city. 

 

 

 



Reflection: 

Today’s lesson is all about faithfulness, in particular, faithfulness during persecution or other 

difficult times. After Pentecost, the disciples showed a tremendous amount of faithfulness in 

the face of persecution. Some disciples, like Stephen, were executed for their faithfulness and 

stubborn commitment to live out and preach the good news of the living God. 

The disciples were faithful because of their experience with the living God. As John and Peter 

say in Acts 4:20 when they are brought before the Sanhedrin for speaking out about Jesus, they 

respond by saying, “we cannot keep from speaking out about what we have seen and heard.” 

The disciples had become convinced that God was still with them. Because of this conviction 

they lived a counter-cultural, radical lifestyle that brought persecution. It was their experience 

of the living God that made all the difference. 

Question:  How has your experience of the living God changed the way you live? What have 

you seen and heard that makes you live out your faith in the living God? 

In the toughest of times, when he was being stoned to death, Stephen remains faithful and 

because of his deep faith and trust in God Stephen possesses a type of peace that is rarely seen 

in common times. The ability to forgive in the face of evil shows Stephen’s deep connection 

with God. He seeks reconciliation and forgiveness for those who persecute him.  

Our scripture passage also reminds us that remaining faithful during difficult times will open 

new doors of opportunity. The persecution of the disciples and their choice to remain faithful  

lead to new opportunities for God to work in the life of the world. As the church scatters from 

Jerusalem and spreads throughout the region, they take their message of the living God and 

their counter-cultural lifestyle with them. In the process, they bring the gospel message to new 

people, changing the Jesus movement into a global phenomenon. A great tragedy that was the 

persecution of the church became a tool by which the church expands its influence, proving the 

truth of Paul’s statement, “For we know that God works all things for the good of those who 

love him” (Rom. 8:28).  

Question: How has a difficult time in your life led to new opportunities for God to be glorified?  

Our scripture passage teaches us that being faithful to God is not always easy. Today, most 

Christians will not be persecuted for their faith (though this does still happen in some places of 

the world). Though most Christians won’t be persecuted for their faith, there are still an 

abundant of opportunities to remain faithful during difficult times.  

Question: What are some situations that challenge you to remain faithful to what God is asking 

of you? 


