
Sunday, July 12, 2020 

 
Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   

The Parable of the Sower 

13 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the 

sea. 2 Such great crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat 

there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And he told them many 

things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. 4 And as he 

sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them 

up. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, 

and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. 6 But when the 

sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered 

away. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8 Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9 Let anyone with ears listen!” 

The Parable of the Sower Explained 

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower. 19 When anyone hears the word of the 

kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away 

what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. 20 As for what 

was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and 

immediately receives it with joy; 21 yet such a person has no root, but 

endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account 

of the word, that person immediately falls away. 22 As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 

and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. 23 But as for 

what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 

in another sixty, and in another thirty.”    (NRSV) 

 

Reflection 

The title of the lesson for today is “The Soil” by author Lori Walke, from our Connections Study 

Guide published by Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc.  In the parable of the soil, those who 

accept Jesus and do the will of God are like the good soil, yielding a great harvest.  



The crowd becomes so large that Jesus must get into the boat to continue teaching. To follow 

the example of Jesus, the church also may need to change location or perspective so people can 

hear what we say. Attuning our hearts and opening our ears to Jesus’ teaching will put us in 

unfamiliar places. Faith is the willingness to step forward into the unknown, trusting that God 

will be God and that we will be changed for good.  

Do you see yourself as a member of the crowd? As one of the disciples? How would you 

describe yourself as a follower of Jesus? How would you describe your practice of discipleship? 

What steps can you take to put yourself in a better position to hear Jesus’ teachings? 

How are you and your church responding to those who need to hear the word of God? As 

Christians we are responsible to share the good news of Jesus through our words and actions. 

Parables are designed to cause us to ponder, reflect, and wonder. They call us to arrive at an 

understanding that leads us to live in the light of what they teach. Jesus explains that the seed 

is the “word of the kingdom.” The sower here is probably Jesus. He describes the kinds of 

unproductive soil. We must try to keep our lives free of distraction and misdirection so that the 

word can flourish with us. Jesus then describes the good soil. Faithful disciples can expect such 

abundance from God. 

Jesus is talking about the different ways people can respond to the good news he brings. The 

bottom line is that some receive it and some don’t. The church is now the body of Christ in the 

world and Christians are to spread the seed. Pray that God will reveal the rocks and thorns that 

might be getting in the way of Jesus’ words taking root in your heart. Commit to keeping your 

heart clear of those rocks and thorns. Pray for wisdom and courage to receive and retain the 

word that you might bear fruit and increase the harvest. 

 


