
Sunday, June 14, 2020 

Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text: Romans 5:1-1   

Results of Justification 

5 Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we have obtained access to this grace 

in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of 

God. 3 And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that 

suffering produces endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and 

character produces hope, 5 and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s 

love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been 

given to us. 

6 For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the 

ungodly. 7 Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though 

perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. 8 But God 

proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for 

us. 9 Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, 

will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. 10 For if while we were 

enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much 

more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. 11 But more 

than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through 

whom we have now received reconciliation.  (NRSV) 

 

Reflection 

How Hopeful Are We? This is the title of the lesson for today by author Leigh Powers from our 

Connections Study Guide published by Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc.  Our lesson text says we 

have a hope that won’t disappoint us. When life is hard, how do we hold on to hope?  

Romans 5 begins a section of the letter in which Paul explores the benefits of our salvation, 

including peace with God. “Justification” is a legal term declaring that the accused is innocent of 

all charges. Christ has done more than declare us innocent…we have peace with God because 

of what Christ has done for us. Peace is more that an absence of conflict…it is more like the 

Jewish idea of shalolm which describes the wholeness, prosperity, and salvation of a person in 

relationship with God. 

We have peace with God because Christ has given us access to grace. Christ has been an escort 

for us…Christ has ushered us in to the presence of God, into the realm of grace. Because of him 



we are able to reflect God’s glory to the world as we were meant to do.  We can boast in our 

hope that Christ’s grace has enabled us to fulfill the purpose for which we were created. 

How does your life reflect God’s glory? How have you experienced God’s peace? 

Grace redeems our purpose…and it also redeems our suffering. However, suffering is not the 

end of our story. We are people of the resurrection. Suffering becomes the means God uses to 

refine us. The process of suffering teaches us to live without giving in to sin and despair. We 

develop endurance when choosing to do what is right even when it is hard to do.  The more we 

see evidence of God’s faithful love, the more we learn to live with confident hope. Even when 

suffering comes, we can face the future with confident joy because we are sure of God’s love 

for us.  

Think about seasons of suffering and difficult times in your life. How did those seasons produce 

growth in your life? How can understanding that you are at peace with God give you hope in 

times of suffering? 

Christ did more for us that just wipe our slate clean from sin…he reconciled us and restored us 

to relationship with God. All is forgiven, nothing stands between us, there are no barriers…we 

are not just forgiven; we are reconciled. Christ raised us with him into new life. We don’t have 

to fear God’s wrath…instead we can come before God being confident of his love. 

Being reconciled to God means we can relate to God as friends. We have hope because we 

know that God is for us. How does your restored relationship with God give you hope? 

We now have the responsibility of carrying the message of reconciliation to others. Who has 

God placed in your life who needs to hear about being reconciled to God? Ask God to help you 

share the news of what Christ has done. 

 


