
Sunday, June 28, 2020 

 
Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text: Romans 6:12-23   

6 12 Therefore, do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to 

make you obey their passions. 13 No longer present your members to sin as 

instruments of wickedness, but present yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life, and present your members to God as 

instruments of righteousness. 14 For sin will have no dominion over you, since 

you are not under law but under grace. 

Slaves of Righteousness 

15 What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? 

By no means! 16 Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as 

obedient slaves, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin, 

which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads to righteousness? 17 But 

thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have become 

obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were 

entrusted, 18 and that you, having been set free from sin, have become 

slaves of righteousness. 19 I am speaking in human terms because of your 

natural limitations. For just as you once presented your members as slaves 

to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 

members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 

20 When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to 

righteousness. 21 So what advantage did you then get from the things of 

which you now are ashamed? The end of those things is death. 22 But now 

that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage you 

get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. 23 For the wages of sin is death, 

but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.   (NRSV) 

 

Reflection 

How Obedient Are We? This is the title of the lesson for today by author Leigh Powers from our 

Connections Study Guide published by Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc.  Christ has given us the 

power and the freedom to obey and live in righteousness, and we are now free to serve God.  



Though we are free from sin, we continue to live as captives…if we continue to obey the 

temptations and desires that lead us to rebel against God, we continue to experience sin’s 

destructive force in our lives. Instead, we can choose to live as slaves to obedience. We can live 

as slaves to obedience because Christ has changed our hearts. Now the Holy Spirit lives within 

us, giving us the desire to obey God, as an expression of our relationship with God. The more 

we choose obedience, the more we become like Christ. 

Grace doesn’t free us from sin. It frees us to obey. What will you choose today…to obey Christ 

or to continue to live as a slave to sin?  

We were all once slaves to sin. What did we gain from our slavery? Sin entices us and entangles 

us with false promises. Sin promises pleasure and freedom from guilt. We can see that from sin 

we only gained separation from God.  But that is no longer who we are. We are freed from sin 

and now slaves to Christ, held captive by our love for him. Obedience makes us more like Jesus 

and the result is eternal life. We don’t earn eternal life, we receive eternal life by God’s free gift 

made available to us by Jesus Christ.  Eternal life is life lived in the presence of God both now 

and in eternity. This is a gift of God’s grace…all we can do is accept and receive. Obedience is a 

response to grace and an act of grateful worship. 

Eternal life is a gift of God’s extravagant grace. Consider how sin separates us from God, but 

God draws us near through Jesus Christ. How have you experienced God’s steadfast love in your 

life? In what ways has God “dealt bountifully” with you?  

 


