
Sunday, May 31, 2020 

Westover Baptist Church Virtual Sunday School Lesson 

Lesson Text – 1 Corinthians 12:1-13 

Spiritual Gifts 

12 Now concerning spiritual gifts,[a] brothers and sisters,[b] I do not want you 

to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed 

and led astray to idols that could not speak. 3 Therefore I want you to 

understand that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus 

be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are 

varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of 

activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7 To 

each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is 

given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the 

utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the 

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to another the 

working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 

spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of 

tongues. 11 All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 

each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 

One Body with Many Members 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 

of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13 For in the one 

Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—

and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

 

Reflection: 

Despite our differences, Christ calls us to be a unified people. Unity is an essential characteristic 

of a healthy church. Unity does not mean being the same as everyone else; unity comes when 

we honor one another and use our differences to move toward the same goal. Our gifts are 

expressions of a God who finds beauty in diversity, and we find unity when we use our diverse 

gifts to worship God together. When we come together as the church, we each have different 

gifts, ministries, and activities, but the same God inspires and empowers them all. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28620a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+12%3A1-13&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28620b


Some think that a charismatic personality, a powerful speaking ability, or the willingness to give 

generously prove that a person has the Spirit of God. The true test is whether or not they live 

out the confession that “Jesus is Lord”. How is your commitment to following Jesus as Lord 

visible in your life? Ask God to deepen your understanding of Jesus as Lord and to increase your 

awareness of the Spirit’s activity in and around you.  

God gives spiritual gifts for a purpose, not for our own benefit, but rather for “the common 

good”. These gifts are meant to be used to serve and bless others, not to benefit only ourselves. 

Rather than competing to have the most important gift, we should celebrate the diverse ways 

God chooses to use us.  What are some of the different ways you see God working through 

members of you congregation? How are you using your spiritual gifts to serve others? How 

might recognizing God’s creativity at work in your congregation help enhance your unity?  

Diversity is needed for the church to operate in unity. We cannot all have the same gifts. We 

should not consider one gift more important than any other. We are united in our submission 

to Jesus as Lord and unified in our desire to glorify and honor him.  How can you value unity by 

honoring people whose gifts or talent often go overlooked? Ask God to help you glorify Christ 

with your gifts through the strength the Spirit supplies. 
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